CHAPTER XI

THE BLOODLESS  CAMPAIGN

BY the middle of November the Scotch army was
thoroughly remodelled and placed on its war-footing.
Certain of the failure of the negotiations and regardless
of the hardships of a winter campaign, on the 18th Monk
began to move for the front. In his rear all was secure
in spite of the denudation of the garrisons. Their forti-
fications had been freely dismantled, and by calling a
Convention Parliament under the presidency of Glencairn
he had come to a definite understanding with the Scots.
So excellent were the relations he had established with
them by his just and sympathetic government, severe
as it was, that without holding out the slightest hope of
a restoration he had received from them an undertaking
that the country would not only remain quiet, but even
assist him with a large force. The last offer he was
prudent enough to refuse, fearing it would bring him
under suspicion of Eoyalism.

The first halt was at Haddington. Everything had
gone well, and the general was sitting down to supper
with his officers amidst the hopeful excitement that
marks the first move to the front. Hardly, however, had
grace been said when some officers from London werehere were the Cromwellians,  who,
